431                                                                  ORIYA

BHATRT,
The Bhatras or Bhataras are an aboriginal tribe found almost solely in the north-east
of the State of Bastar, between the Raipur and the Jagdalpur Zamindariei They are
cultivators, and a good many of them have the privilege of wearing the safcred thread,
The number of Bhataras here found is 32,990, Ninety-seven more of them are found in
British territory, so that the total number of the tribe according to the Census of 1891
was 33,087. They are said to be a sept of the Bastar Gonds, and Bhatri, or more properly
Bhat'ii, their language, has hitherto been classed as a form of Gondl, I have been able
to obtain very little information about the tribe. Shewing in his Hindw Tribes and
Castes (Vol. ii., p. 148) devotes three or four lines to it. Mr, Hislop, in the vocabulary
printed in Papers relating to tlie Aboriginal Tribes of the Central Provinces gives a few
words of what he names Bhatrain, and more full particulars are given on p, 41 of Part II
of the Report of the Ethnological Committee of the Jubbulpore Exhibition of 1866-67.
On pases 1,10, and 12 of Part III of the same Report there are vocabularies of Parji
and Bhatri, which are treated as one and the same language. On p* 141 of the Census
Keport of the Central Provinces for 1891, Mr. Eobertson with some hesitation classes
Bhatri as a Gond dialect, but points out that Colonel Glasfurd considers it to be a form
of Halabi. The latter officer's Report on the dependency of ~Bastarl contains a Blmttra
or Purja Vocabulary.
The following specimen wiD show quite clearly that Bhatri is really a corrupt form
of Oyiya, with a few MarathI and Chattlsgarlu forms intermingled. It may be taken as the
connecting link between that language and Halabi, which is a mixture of MarathI and
Chhatfisgarhi* The specimens given in the Report of the Ethnological Committee are
apparently nearly all Dravidian words, and this is probably due to Bhatri having been
confounded by the Committee with Parji, which latter, as the specimens \vhich I have
received show, is a Dravidian form of speech.
According to the Census of 1891, the total number of speakers of Bhatri is 29,396,
all of whom inhabit the Bastar State. For the purposes of this Survey, the Bastar State
has returned 17,387 speakers of the dialect. It must be explained that 8,000 speakers
of Bhatri were also returned from the district of Chhindwara, but subsequent enquiry
has shown that this is a mistake. There are no Bhat'ras in the district. The following
specimen, which comes from Bastar, is a version of the Parable of the Prodigal Son*
It will be observed that it is written in the Deva-Nagaii, and not in the Oriya
character. A comparison with the list of words on pp. Ill and fif. wiT. show that Mara-
thI forms can be used much more freely than appears from the specimen. Note how
this dialect omits aspirates. For instance uMm, not Mkum, is ' an order/ and ache, not
is * is.5 Compare hoelfi, haula> and dela, all meaning '. he * orc I became.*
1 Selections from tie Recordi of the Government of India, Foreign Department, No. 39, Calcutta, 1863*